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From: Tom Ruley 
           Founder and President, National Remember Our Troops Campaign, Inc. 
 
    To: The key officers, executives and/or the voting membership of your corporate or grantmaking board. 
 
Subject: An Appeal for Funding, and a U.S. Department of Defense Directive 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
This is Tom Ruley, president of NROTC, the National Remember Our Troops Campaign, Incorporated, a 501(c)(3) public charity. 
We work to recognize our military service members, and their families, for the sacrifices they make, and to let them know they are 
not forgotten. We GIVE the loved ones of our military service members a sincere token of America's support, an official United 
States of America Blue Star or Gold Star Service Banner. These service banners have a proud history dating back to World War I. 
 

The purpose of this letter is to appeal to you personally, and/or your corporation/foundation for a charitable donation of any amount. 
As part of my appeal, I wish to bring your attention to a recent directive of the United States Department of Defense “America 
Supports You“ program, calling on American businesses to; “Adopt an America Supports You Grassroots Organization Today!” 
 

You may already be aware that the “America Supports You” program was launched by the U.S. Department of Defense in 2004 to 
spotlight and facilitate support for our nation’s military personnel from the American public and the corporate sector.   
 

On December 13th 2006, by special invitation, I was in attendance at the Pentagon with former Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, 
a few generals and eighty other military support related nonprofit leaders, for the America Supports You Community Group Annual 
Summit. For interesting details please read enclosure one, “Grass Roots Groups Gather for Summit”. 
 

The National Remember Our Troops Campaign is truly a grassroots organization and a member of the United States Department of 
Defense America Supports You program. Please consider adopting us or at least supporting us financially to some extent. As per 
enclosure two, it is most probable that the Department of Defense and America Supports You will publicize your good deeds 
worldwide! We are doing important work and could really use the help. To learn more about the Blue Star and Gold Star Service 
Banners and the charitable activity of the National Remember Our Troops Campaign, visit our website at: http://www.nrotc.org/ 
 

Our “Formal Funding Application” is here: http://www.nrotc.org/aboutus.htm  
 

Learn about the U.S. Department of Defense America Supports You program here:  http://www.americasupportsyou.mil/ 
 

Join this growing list of Department of Defense, America Supports You “Corporate Team Members”: 
 

http://www.americasupportsyou.mil/americasupportsyou/corp_logo.html 
 

If there are any questions, I am at your service. 
 
Yours in freedom, 
 
Tom Ruley 
Founder and President, National Remember Our Troops Campaign, Inc. 
 

(END, text of a letter you may have received from us.) 
 
Enclosure one mentioned in the above letter is found on the next page. Enclosure two is located on the bottom of page 8. 
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Enclosure one - A more legible copy can be found here: 
http://www.americasupportsyou.mil/AmericaSupportsYou/Content.aspx?ID=44724822&SectionID=1Grass  
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Description:  
The National Remember Our Troops Campaign, Inc., NROTC, is a IRS 501(c)(3) public charity, established to recognize our military service 
members, and their families, for the sacrifices they make. We GIVE them a sincere token of America's support, an official United States of 
America Blue Star or Gold Star Service Banner. Our acronym, NROTC is coincidentally the same as The Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps. 
Their is no affiliation with them. NROTC is not a governmental agency. We are non-partisan, non-political. We hope that all Americans regardless 
of their position on the Global War On Terrorism, stand united in their support for our troops and their families. 

 

Service Banner History:  
While not widely known, a Blue Star or Gold Star Service Banner displayed in the window of a home is a long standing tradition in 

America dating back to World War I.  To understand the rich history and value of the Service Banner in America, please read the 
following concurrent resolution of the U.S. Congress that was expressed on April 11, 2003. (Learn more on our website) 
 

 

As posted at The LIBRARY of CONGRESS:  

Expressing the sense of the Congress regarding the Blue Star Service Banner and the Gold Star. (Agreed to by Senate) 
SCON 36 ATS  

108th CONGRESS 
1st Session 

S. CON. RES. 36 

Expressing the sense of the Congress regarding the Blue Star Service Banner and the Gold Star.  
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

April 11, 2003 

Mr. DASCHLE (for himself, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. FRIST, Mr. KERRY, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. BOND, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mr. REID, and Mr. ROCKEFELLER) submitted the following concurrent resolution; which was considered and agreed to.  
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 

Expressing the sense of the Congress regarding the Blue Star Service Banner and the Gold Star.  
Whereas the Blue Star Service Banner was patented and designed in 1917, during the height of the First World War, by Army Captain Robert L. 
Queissner of the 5th Ohio Infantry, who had two sons serving on the front lines;  
Whereas the banner quickly became the symbol for a family member serving the Nation and families began proudly displaying these banners in 
their front windows during the First World War;  
Whereas each Blue Star on the banner represents a family member serving in the Armed Services and symbolizes hope and pride;  
Whereas beginning in 1918, the Blue Star would signify the living, and a smaller Gold Star would be placed on top of the Blue Star, forming a 
blue border, if the family member was killed or died while on active duty, to symbolize his or her sacrifice for the cause of freedom;  
Whereas the placement of a Gold Star on top of a Blue Star recognizes that those who served together and came home, as well as their families, 
will always remember the sacrifice of those who died and honor their families;  
Whereas the banners were displayed widely during the Second World War;  
Whereas many of the banners displayed during the First and Second World Wars were hand-made by the mothers of those serving in the Armed 
Forces;  
Whereas the legacy of the banner continued during the Korean, Vietnam, and Persian Gulf Wars and other periods of conflict, as well as in 
times of peace;  
Whereas the Blue Star Service Banner is the official banner authorized by law to be displayed in honor of a family member serving the United 
States, while the Gold Star may be displayed in honor of a family member who has made the ultimate sacrifice for the Nation;  
Whereas for over 85 years, families have proudly displayed the Blue Star Service Banner showing service men and women the honor and pride 
that is taken in their sacrifices for freedom;  
Whereas the banner may be displayed by members of the immediate family of a loved one serving in the Armed Forces, including active duty 
service in a unit of the National Guard, Merchant Marine, or the Reserves;  
Whereas the banner may be flown by families with a service member stationed either domestically or overseas;  
Whereas the display of the banner in the front window of a home shows a family's pride in their loved one and is a reminder that preserving 
America's freedom demands great sacrifice; and  
Whereas this reminder is especially timely during the current conflict with Iraq and the war on terrorism: Now, therefore, be it  

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That the Congress-- 
(1) calls on all Americans to honor the men and women of the United States Armed Forces and their families; 
(2) honors the men and women of the United States Armed Forces and their families; 
(3) encourages these families to proudly display the Blue Star Service Banner or, if their loved one has made the ultimate 
sacrifice, the Gold Star; and 
(4) calls on the media to recognize the importance of the Blue Star Service Banner and its symbolism of the devotion and service 
of the men and women of the United States Armed Forces. 

SEC. 2. The authority on which this resolution rests is the authority of Congress to make all laws which shall be necessary and proper as 
provided in Article I, section 8 of the United States Constitution. 
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This is the Blue Star Service Banner NROTC gives. It is 8 ½ X 15 inches. It is made of fine bridal satin material. There are 
lesser quality banners available for purchase and some do not even have the beautiful gold fringe at the bottom. We are not 
interested in the inferior banners. We intend to continue sending quality service banners like the one you see pictured here. 

 

 
 

The above certificate, along with a personally signed letter from the NROTC president, accompanies each service banner.  
Also included in the mailing is a notice saying that, “This service banner comes courtesy of the following sponsor/sponsors”. 

(Your name, the name of your company, corporation, foundation or organization can be included here) 



 

 

5 
 

While service banners are available for purchase from several sources, we do not believe that a family member of anyone serving 
our country in the military during a time of war should ever have to purchase a service banner! 

 

Our Mission, is to: 
  
1. "Give Away" over two million "Blue Star Service Banners" to the families of our "active duty service" military personnel. 
  
2. We view this with the utmost importance. In the case of the death of an active duty military service member, we consider it as our 

honor and duty, to see that a surviving loved one receives a "Gold Star Service Banner". We often make these presentations one on 
one, personally, at the funeral home. 
  
3. Based on our ability to do so, we work to contribute to the relief of distressed military service members, military service veterans 

especially the severely wounded, their immediate families, and the immediate family members of military personnel who have died. 
 

IRS Filings, Formation Documents, Officers and Trustee Biographies, other Credentials:   
 

IRS Forms 990EZ with attachments for the years 2005 and 2006, our IRS Determination Letter, our original Articles of Incorporation, our 
Corporate Bylaws, Officer and Board of Trustees biographies,  as also, copies of our registration certificates/letters with the States requiring 
such, with whom we are currently registered to conduct solicitations, may be found here: http://www.nrotc.org/aboutus.htm 

 

Founding Purpose/About Tom Ruley: (Excerpt from http://www.nrotc.org/aboutus.htm) 
 
Tom Ruley is 55 years old and has been involved in the nonprofit sector for over 20 years. Tom explains that he considers himself to be 
caring individual who is driven by a genuine desire to do good for others. Says Tom, It had its beginnings after a heart attack forced me to 
re-evaluate my life. In looking at my life from a more serious point of view, I evaluated the positive impact I have made on this earth so far 
during my stay and I decided that I wanted to somehow do more, although I wasn't sure exactly how I would do that. 
  
The concept of The National Remember Our Troops Campaign came to me in August of 2004 when I  watched a show on the History 
Channel about the Blue Star Service Banner. It moved me to get on the internet and do some research. I guess because I had spent most of 
my professional career working in fundraising for a nonprofit prior to retiring in 1997, when I learned that no organization was providing 
these banners, free of charge, to the families of our service members on a national scale, I naturally concluded that an organization could 
be formed to accomplish this worthy goal. 
 
The organization began with the launch of our website while I personally fulfilled banner requests at my own expense. I was greatly moved 
and continue to be greatly moved, every time we receive a gracious email from one of our service banner donees. I consider it an honor to 
be in a position to send or present a service banner to someone who has a loved one serving our nation and the cause of freedom 
throughout the world. More than once I have had the sad but extreme honor of presenting the Gold Star Service Banner. 
  
My hopes are to see that a close relative of every armed forces member serving, receives a service banner and I commit myself to serve our 
public charitable organization in any capacity I can to accomplish this goal. 
 
Note: Since our initial research late in 2004, we are pleased to report that a growing number of local municipalities and community 
organizations including local VFW and American Legion Posts, are finally picking up the ball and also providing free service banners to 
families who live in their area. We applaud their efforts!  
 
NROTC takes great pride and considers it an honor to do our part along with them, in providing these Service Banners to the military family 
members, who go to bed every night praying for their loved ones safe return.   
 

Charitable Purpose as stated in our original Articles of Incorporation: 
To recognize our U.S. troops currently serving in the military and contribute to the relief of military families. 
 

History of NROTC: 
The National Remember Our Troops Campaign was incorporated in the State of Maryland as a tax-exempt non stock corporation on 
November 5th, 2004. Our EIN is 26-0098940. Our determination letter, 501(c)(3) nonprofit status according to the IRS, was issued on 
November 22nd, 2005, and is attached on the next page.  
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Accomplishments: 
During the year 2006, our first official full year in business as a legitimate public charity, we provided 334 service banners at 
no charge to families of U.S. military service personnel. Agreed it is not a great accomplishment but it is a good start. 
 

A Sampling of What Our Service Banner Recipients Are Saying: 
(A complete list of comments is here: http://www.nrotc.org/whatourvisitorsaresaying.htm) 
 
January 1, 2007 - Tomball, TX - Thank you so much for the Blue Star Service Banner. It arrived just a few days after my son returned to Iraq 
after being home on leave. The timing was perfect! I truly appreciate your kindness.  
 

Dec. 16, 2006 - Ormond Beach, FL - I received my Blue Star Banner. Thank you and thank you for your support to all of the family members left 
behind. My son is currently deployed in Baghdad and his father served in Desert Storm. As a "veteran" family member I thought my sons 
deployment wouldn't be as difficult as it is. Big difference when your child is in harms way. What wasn't done during Vietnam or Desert Storm, 
you are doing now. Supporting the family left behind. God bless you.  
 

Dec 15, 2006 - Mount Morris, IL - Thank-you, Our son is in Iraq right now, this is his second tour. You have no idea what that means to me.  
 

Dec 08, 2006 - Camas, WA - My husband and I want to THANK YOU for the Blue Star Service Banner, Blue Star Service Certificate and the 
heartfelt letter! We are going to display our banner in our son's bedroom window. We truly appreciate your organization's support and history. Both 
our father's fought in WWII (Battle of the Bulge), my brother was in the Air Force during Vietnam and my husband's brother was in the Navy... We 
are in constant worry, stress and prayer with our son being in Iraq and it gives us comfort to know that we are not alone. Thank you! 
 

Dec 06, 2006 - Cumberland, MD - I just wanted to say Thank-you! I went to the mailbox today and received my service banner! I cannot tell you 
how much this means to my family. My brother will be retiring in January after 20 years of service. We are all very proud of his accomplishment 
and being able to give him this banner as part of his retirement package is going to be one of the proudest moments of my life! God Bless our 
troops and NROTC.  
 

September 23 2006 - Ormond Beach, FL - God Bless you for offering this free banner to the family members of those in harms way. Although 
each and every day I am in fear for my son's safety, I am very proud that he has volunteered to fight the war on terrorism. Because of him and 
others like him America is a safer. I will hang the banner from my home to show my pride in him and in the United States. Thank you.  
 

September 10 2006 - Yukon, OK - Thank you so much. I have the silk Blue Star Flag my great-grandmother had in her window for my 
grandfather during WWI and the Blue Star Flag my grandmother had in her window for my father during WWII. This means a lot to me. 
 

September 8, 2006 - Lake City, Michigan - He's currently over in Iraq and myself and his unborn child await him back home. Thank you so very 
much.  
 

September 5, 2006 - Atwater, California - He was killed in action in Al Anbar Province, Iraq. Please send his only son a token showing the 
appreciation our country has for his father's death. I am the mother. My son is only 4 so I am requesting it for him.  
 

August 13, 2006 - Wichita Falls, Texas - Thank you so much for your support. They need all the support they can get while serving our country. 
I'm so proud of them for being so brave.  
 

August 6, 2006 - Sand Fork, West Virginia - All 3 of my sons are serving in Iraq. I would like to thank you for caring and your support.  
 

June 16th 2006 - Illinois - I served in the National Guard. I had 5 members in my old unit KIA in Iraq. Let everyone know they didn't die in vain! 
God bless us all. 
 

June 4, 2006 - Zanesville, Ohio - I have my Great Uncle's blue star flag from WWI and I am proud to have our son carry on the tradition.  
 

March 29, 2006 - From Chesapeake, Virginia - THANK YOU for remembering those of us at home who are praying and waiting for a safe 
return! God bless you and your organization.  
 

January 31, 2005 - Garden City, Michigan - Thank you for honoring my daughter as well as all the other service members. It makes me proud to 
know they are companies out there who are willing to show their support for our troops! God Bless you and yours.  
 

Jan 18th, 2006 - From Winchester, Idaho - Hard to imagine something so simple as a Blue Star Banner, giving so much comfort. Thank You  
 

December 27th, 2005 - Randallstown, Maryland - I am glad I happened upon your site today. My brother was killed in Iraq on 7/7/04, my 
mother and his wife were given a gold star flag at the funeral, I would be very honored to have one. 
 

October 25 2004 - New Orleans, Louisiana - I live on a Navy base with over a thousand deserving families and would like to see a banner in 
every window. 
  

Oct 21 2004 - Perry, Kansas - I am grateful for this site, and that it cares for our loved ones and their families as we go through the most difficult 
time of our lives.  
 



 

 

8 
Our United States Department of Defense,  “America Supports You” Connection: 
 

As you may be aware, the United States Department of Defense is a civilian, cabinet level organization. 
 

Says Tom Ruley, “To be a member of the Department of Defense through “America Supports You”, is very special. Out of  
300 million people in the United States, I feel very honored to be in company with such a very exclusive group of givers”. 
 

As stated in the original “America Supports You” press release of December 14th, 2006, Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld 
Thanks Members For Their Service. “The commitment and support that each of these groups provide to our military members and 
their families demonstrate how Americans can and are doing their part to show their support for our troops, and to make sure that our 
troops are well aware of the strong support they have here at home.” 
 

Our “Point of Contact” person at America Supports You is: Ms. Julia Burgess You may email her at: Julia.burgess@osd.mil 
(OSD stands for “Office of the Secretary of Defense”) You may also reach her by phone at: (703) 697-9105 
 

Sometime back I asked if there was any specific dollar amount required for America Supports You to accept a corporate member and 
publicize their support of America Supports You member nonprofits like NROTC, the official ASY response was, “There is no 
dollar-amount requirement for a company to join ASY. Each company is unique in how they choose to offer support to the military, 
so we work with each company on a "case-by-case" basis.” 
 

Should your organization decide to “Adopt Us” as encouraged by the Department of Defense and America Supports You, or at least 
support us to some degree, the Department of Defense  and “America Supports You” wants to publicize your good deeds! 
 

(Enclosure two, as referred to in initial letter, page one)  
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As you can plainly see, because of NROTC’s partnership with the United States Department of Defense and “America 
Supports You”, there are distinct and tangible benefits to your corporation or organization for supporting the National 
Remember Our Troops Campaign. 

 
JOIN this growing list of America Supports You members: 

 

 
 

Here are a few examples of how corporations are supporting the troops through their partnership with “America 

Supports You“: 

 

AT&T said today it would continue its more than 85 years of support for the U.S. military through a range of activities and 
contributions designed to benefit America's servicemen and women. The company announced it would: 
• Join the “America Supports You” program to help build and sustain the morale of U.S. military personnel; 
• Donate 8,000 additional AT&T PrePaid Phone Cards to Operation Gratitude, a nonprofit, all-volunteer organization 
that assembles and sends “care packages” to U.S. troops overseas; and 
• Support the Pentagon Memorial Fund through the sponsorship of a Chicago concert featuring noted actor and musician 
Gary Sinise and his Lt. Dan Band.  
“AT&T is proud of our long history of support for the U.S. Military,” said Bill Baumann, director, AT&T Military Markets. 
“‘America Supports You,' Operation Gratitude, and the Pentagon Memorial Fund are exceptional programs that express the 
spirit and generosity of the American people and all that they're doing to support our troops. The people of AT&T are proud to 
lend our support to each of these important causes.”  
 

Jeanette Cram, founder of an organization called “Treat the Troops,” already has realized the benefit of partnering with an 
America Supports You corporate team member. Cram said a partnership between her organization and DuPont Teflon will 
help with her biggest challenge in getting fresh, homemade cookies to troops overseas: postage. 
 
“America Supports You … got me hooked up with the right people,” Cram said. “Treat the Troops is not a big, powerful 
organization; there’s not a whole lot of us. (But) to be recognized by America Supports You and DuPont, that lends a lot of 
credibility to us.” 
 
Since the launch of the America Supports You program last November, more than 1.8 million Americans, including individual 
citizens, businesses and organizations, have logged onto the AmericaSupportsYou.mil Web site to register the activities and 
projects in their communities that show their support for America’s Armed  
Forces, especially those serving in harm’s way. 
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NROTC is giving your organization a chance to “get in early” with the United States Department of Defense and “America 
Supports You”. Most businesses and organizations are still unaware of this unique opportunity. This has to do with the fact 
that “America Supports You”, as a government entity is prohibited from soliciting. The NROTC, where registered when 
required, is not prohibited from soliciting! We are “soliciting” you, your company or organization to adopt or support NROTC 
and in so doing, become a full partner with the Department of Defense and “America Supports You”, as we are.  
 

If you study our proposal and take the time to learn more about the America Supports You program, you will naturally come 
to the realization that your company or organization can legitimately partner with America Supports You without partnering 
with NROTC. We cannot prevent this from happening. We realize also that many of the businesses and organizations we are 
contacting are already “doing their part” and conducting other activity to support our troops and their families. We just hope 
that by us asking enough of you to support us, we will eventually be able to accomplish our goals. 
 
Please do not misunderstand our use of the word “eventually” here. We are not waiting patiently for support to come 
“eventually” from anyone! We urgently need your support and the support of others until we raise the approximately thirty  
million dollars we will need to get this job done. We are aggressively seeking this support! 
 

Our Fundraising Efforts To Date: 
Quite honestly, we have made some mistakes, but we are learning. Early in January of 2006, NROTC had just received our 
determination letter and we began our fundraising efforts. The initial idea was to hire outside sales reps to travel from business 
to business up and down every main street and side street in America, calling personally, eyeball to eyeball, on business 
owners asking for a donation to support our cause. Our business model for this strategy was that of the nation’s largest 
business lobby and very successful fundraising machine, the National Federation of Independent Business, NFIB.  
 
In a matter of just a few short weeks it became evident that our hiring campaign for outside sales reps on straight commission 
was not going well at all. By the end of January 2006 we decided to begin a different approach. We began to hire work at 
home telemarketers. Our thinking was that unlike outside sales reps, most of the work at home telemarketers that we would 
hire, would not be primary bread winners. We figured that we would have better success hiring these people because they 
would have lower earnings expectations than that of outside sales reps. By the December 13th, 2006 America Supports You 
Summit, NROTC had successfully hired 130 work at home telemarketers to conduct our fundraising only all of them had quit! 
Most did not last more than a day or two! Telemarketing was not working for us either! 
 
We gained some valuable information from the America Supports You Summit. We heard other military support related 
nonprofit leaders saying that, “most successful fundraising is being done by volunteers, not commissioned sales reps.” We 
have recently abandoned our plan to do our fundraising with either “field or phone” commissioned reps. We are now bringing 
in a few volunteers and plan to bring in more. We find that they are driven from the heart, not the pocketbook. 
 
In January and February 2007 we put out almost 1,000 letters appealing for financial support from executives of the larger 
corporations and grantmaking organizations, instead of reaching out to the mom and pop businesses as had been done 
previously. While we did receive one $1,000 donation, the only other results we achieved was to fill a box with turn down 
letters. 
 
Revision August 11th, 2007: At this revision of this synopsis, we have found that using volunteers to conduct our fundraising, 
or sending appeal letters to corporate executives, is not at this point, producing the results we desire. 
 
As of  today’s  revision, we have booked our very first “Military Charity and Fallen Hero Memorial Golf Tournament“, locally 
to us, to be held in Annapolis, Maryland. We are hoping this event will be a success and if it is, we plan to host many other 
Golf tournaments at other USA locations. We figure this will be a great way of attracting and recruiting corporate 
sponsors/donors to support our mission. 
 
During each of our golf outings, we will dedicate each hole to a local fallen hero. We will fly a Gold Star Service Banner 
imprinted with the name of that particular honoree, from every pin. We will also invite these local Gold Star families to our 
event and during our Awards Dinner we will present them with the tournament play Gold Star Service Banner. 
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Let us not forget the 3,665 who have died in service to our country so far to date during this Global War on 
Terrorism. Two hundred 18 hole NROTC golf tournaments will allow us to dedicate a hole to each fallen hero and 
present each family with a tournament play Gold Star Service Banner. 
 
Learn more about our “Special” charity golf outings by viewing our “NROTC Annapolis Open” website at:  
http://www.nrotc.org/annapolisopen.htm  
 
Perhaps you or your organization would be willing to sponsor one or many of our planned upcoming “Military 
Charity and Fallen Hero Memorial Golf Tournaments”. 

 
OPERATING BUDGET: 
 

Administration: 
Switching to a first person narrative, sorry. To date, administration costs have been kept to a minimum. I have been doing 
100% of the work involved including the webmastering. All of the work is being done at my home and we are not at this point 
even maintaining a public office. I paid myself $503.00 in 2006 and that is only because if NROTC failed to have any payroll, 
I think the rule was, one week in four, NROTC would have to pay a penalty on our workers compensation policy. From time 
to time during the year, I would get a phone call from our payroll services provider, Paychex, about this and being that no rep 
had actually earned a commission, I would tell them to cut me a check for $100.00 to prevent NROTC from having to pay a 
$300.000 penalty. Other than the $503.00, I am now as I have been from day one, a volunteer.  
 
In 2006, for every $5.31 in donations received, NROTC delivered a service banner to a deserving and proud loved one of a 
military service member. This is less than our actual wholesale cost of a single service banner. 

 
Administration, Continued: 
Following are some of the numbers from our 2006 year end books. Our total donations received for the year were $1,775.00. 
NROTC's expenses for 2006 were $10,037.51. Our completed 2006 IRS Form 990EZ is published on our website, as well as 
other credentials, state registrations and formation documents, here: http://www.nrotc.org/aboutus.htm  
 

After applying our $1,775.00 in donations toward our expenses, the other $8,262.51 in 2006 NROTC expenses was paid from 
the pockets of Tom Ruley which have now become empty. When I founded NROTC I did not do so to invest over $9,000.00 
of my own money to float NROTC from August 2004 to present. 
 

One nice thing about working with volunteers instead of commissioned salespeople is that NROTC should now be able to 
accomplish twice the charitable results for the same amount of donation dollars received, compared to when having to pay 
50% commissions. We will also look much better to the regulatory agencies, Better Business Bureaus and such, as also, our 
appearance to you should be enhanced. We know that funders and grantmakers look more favorably upon charities who can 
operate efficiently and expend the greatest majority of it’s financial resources towards it’s stated charitable purpose. 
 

In the interest of complete disclosure and transparency to all concerned, although I have been a volunteer from day one as 
explained, if it is ever possible for NROTC to do so, I would like to be paid a salary. I will leave the amount up to our Board 
of Trustees and will not ask for anything more than reasonable. I have had a heart attack and three heart surgeries. I am on 
Social Security disability. My house is paid for and I am not desperate for income although it would help. I will testify that 
running NROTC is a full time job. If I should ever have to retire from NROTC or be replaced for any reason, I believe a salary 
should be made available to at least one full time administrator. My reason for founding NROTC was not to derive income. I 
would however, like to be repaid the $9,000.00 loan I have made to NROTC when it is possible.  
 

Reserves: None 
 

Liabilities: 
According to the Form 990EZ, 2006, filed by NROTC, $9,050.51 is owed to Tom Ruley, NROTC President. 
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Amount Needed: 
NROTC has set a goal of seeing that an immediate family member of every trooper on active duty or trooper who 
died or was KIA during this current conflagration, receives either a "Blue Star" or "Gold Star" Service Banner! 
 

NROTC bases the following on working with volunteers and not commissioned reps:  
 

The Department of Defense, DoD, states that there are over 1,300,000 military service members on active duty today not 
counting the national guard and reserves. DoD also states that, as is planned, 200,000 more military troops will rotate into the 
battle each year, to replace the military troops who rotate out. This means that over the next five years, the number of troops 
committed will easily exceed 2 million.  
 

Service Banner costs, certificate printing, paper, postage, shipping & handling equals approximately $10.00, ten dollars per 
banner. Other associated administrative and overhead costs equals approximately $5.00, five dollars per banner. The 
associated administrative “cost per banner” will obviously decrease incrementally as the volume of donation dollars received 
and banner distribution increases. Two million service banners times $15.00 is 30 million dollars, to provide ONE service 
banner to ONE loved one of each trooper. Most of these troopers have MORE THAN ONE loved one at home! 
 

Amount Requested: 
We leave the amount up to you. We figure that you know your balance sheets better than we do. We do not actually have a 
budget for 2007 per se, as all additional charitable activity is contingent on an unknown amount of donations yet received. We 
will need roughly 30 million to totally accomplish our mission. We will do the best we can with the dollars we receive.  
 

When it comes to asking for money for our troops and their families, we can never ask for too much! 
    

We do ask you to contribute as much as you can! 
 

Remember... We are at War!... They need to know that we support them! 
 
Employee Participation Program: 
We have a simple one page flyer that you may distribute as an internal memo to various department heads or locations. This 
flyer can be used to invite your employees to donate to NROTC and/or encourage volunteerism. You may decide to match 
funds with your employees. This is a popular concept with many corporations. If you are interested, please inquire. 

 
Our Vision Statement: 
While today we see ourselves as primarily a one issue organization, being that of our current "Service Banner Program", we 
can see ourselves evolving beyond the accomplishment and maintenance of this primary goal. As envisioned in our first stated 
charitable purpose, in our original Articles of Incorporation, NROTC recorded, "To recognize our U.S. troops currently 
serving in the military and contribute to the relief of military families." Exactly what specific type of other recognition or 
relief we may provide in the future to military families or what niche we may fill we do not yet know. We know only that 
there is great need in many areas and we hope to accomplish much more than we are doing today.  
 

 
 

It is not an easy life we live, but we are proud to represent the greatest nation that ever existed.  
Our families are the real heroes. Thanks for your support.  
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Summary: 
In the nearly six years since the dastardly attacks on America on 9-11-2001, over one million three hundred thousand men and 
women have served in our military. None of them wanted to die for their country but ALL OF THEM WERE WILLING TO! 
 

We recognize that members of the U.S. armed forces have millions of parents, spouses, children and other loved ones back home, 
who go to bed every night praying for their safe return. In a manner of speaking, you could say that for every single brave young 
trooper serving, there are other family members back home who are serving, and sacrificing, with them.  
 

On Sept. 24, 1917, an Ohio congressman read the following into the Congressional Record: "The mayor of Cleveland, the Chamber 
of Commerce and the governor of Ohio have adopted this Service Flag." "The world should know of those who give so much for 
liberty, the dearest thing in all the world to a father and mother - their children."  
  
The National Remember Our Troops Campaign is appealing to your patriotic feelings for your support. The full Congress of the 
United States of America calls on you to support the troops and their families. The President of the United States of America 
calls on you to support the troops and their families. The United States Department of Defense and “America Supports You” 
calls on you to support the troops and their families. I call on you to support the troops and their families. 
 

Regardless of any corporate or organizational support we may or may not receive as a result of this application, I also invite 
you to support NROTC with a personal contribution if you so desire. 
 

While we welcome all contributions in any amount, only a contribution of 30 million dollars or a pledge of 30 million dollars 
over five years will give your organization exclusivity with NROTC. We promise to do our very best to give you, your 
company, corporation, foundation or organization, fair exposure to everyone we come in contact with, through all media. 
 

Can our military personnel and their loved ones count on you? 
 

Yours in freedom, 
 
 

 
Tom Ruley 
Founder and President 
National Remember Our Troops Campaign, Inc. 
 

P.S. You can learn even more about NROTC and the Service Banner by visiting our website at: http://www.nrotc.org  
        I believe that one person CAN make a difference. Please help me accomplish one really great thing in my lifetime.  


